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Joining With Juniors 
by MaryAnn Bowman 

deason' s Greetings! ':!i th t he holiday season upon us, a nd much ma i l c oming into the house , what better tir:ie to start a postmark project . There are so many different ways to collect , but I'd l ike to share a few of my favorite 1-1ith you. ( NOTE: I said a postmark project - not a collection . '/hen I begin such a project , I do explain the difference to t he youngsters. I point out that a true postmark collector would either s ave a 2" x 4" segment of the envelope containing the postmark or s ave the entire envelope . Usually in our project work, we cut around only the postmark portion of the c ancel . ) If you are looking for a group project , you might consider enlarging a United States map to cover a bulletin board . Allow children to find city postmarks and pin them (after research) in the correct state and position on the map . This activity can be varied from year to year . Perhaps one year they could hunt for U.S . postmarks , another year find postmarks from Wisconsin (or whatever your home state is), and if you have access to a l arge amount of forei gn mail , you could even try to collect postmarks from around the world. 
Similar projects could be done as an individual activity . Each child could be given a worksheet of a small U. S . map and paper ruled and labeled with each state name . As a child finds a postmark from a particular state , he colors in that state on his map and mounts the postmark in the proper spot on his pages . As an added educational activity , you might w&nt to prepare a matching game listing the states and their two letter abbreviations. Another possible activity would be to see how many state names can be placed on a blank outline map before you begin the pr oject . 
A group activity that could be initiated with the New Year is to collect the postmark by da te as opposed to city and state . These postmarks could be mounted right on an actual calendar . It might make for interesting discussions if a pattern begins to appear - such as the difficulty of obtaining postmarks from Sunday or holiday dates . 
While searching for postmarks, you might want to discuss the difference between metered mail and mail whose postmark is applied at postal facilities . You may also want to make a collection showing the wide variety of holiday gr eetings applied by companies that hold a meter permit . 
Wishing you the happiest of holidays ! 

CHRISTMAS CANCELS 

For an interesting collection of Christmas Cancels, write to the Postmaster at t he following citiex, enclosing a self-addressed, stamped envelope and ask for a December 24th or December 25th Cancel. 
Postmaster 

Christmas, Florida 32709 
Naza r eth, PA 18064 
Mistletoe, KY 41351 
Bethlehem, PA 18016 
Holly, Mich. 48442 
Bethlehem, Conn . 06751 
Santa, Idaho 83866 

Postmaster 
Nazareth, Mich. 49074 
Palestine, W. Va . 26160 
Santa Claus , Ind . 47579 
Christmas, Mich . 49862 
Silver Bell, Ariz . 85270 
Bethlehem, GA 30620 
Bethlehem, KY 40007 



1985 FEDERATIO N DUES (1 s t Notice) 

Just a reminder. Your Club ' s Wi s consin Federation of Stamp Clubs dues 
are due as of January 1, 1985. The a mount of dues is determined by th e num
ber of members in your club , times 65c per member. (Minimum - $6 . 50 ; Maxi
mum - $130.00). 

This is the official notice to a ll clubs that your Federation dues are 
due . Separate cards or reminders will not be sent . It is each club ' s 
responsibility to see that dues are sent on time. 

Please send your check for the correct amount, payable to the : 
Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs, to : Mrs . Mary Ann Sarsfield , Treasurer, 
W.F.S.C. , P.O . Box 210 , Milwaukee, WI 53201. Please write the number of 
members in your club on your check. 

A list of unpaid dues will be published in the April issue to remind 
those clubs still outstanding. So, g et your dues to Mary Ann as soon as 
possible. 

1984-85 WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF STAMP CLUBS OFFICERS 

Roy Northwood 
President , W. F . S . C. 
5520 Ba r be rr y St. 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 

Chris L. Lazaroff 
Secretary, W. F.S . C . 
112 E. Seventh St. 
Kaukauna, WI 54130 

Wm . Grosnick, Jr. 
Centra l Regional V.P. 
833 S . 11th Ave. 
Wausau, WI 54401 

Dan Rhoades 
Southeast Regional V.P. 
P.O. Box 342 
South Milwaukee, WI 53172 

Les Mack 
Northeast Regional V. P. 
541 Edgewood Drive 
Green Bay, WI 54302 

Bob Meyer 
Vice President, W.F . S . C. 
P.O . Box 25802 
Milwaukee , WI 53225 

Mary Ann Sarsfield 
Treasurer, W. F.S.C. 
P.O . Box 210 
Milwaukee, WI 53201 

Erik Martini 
Milwaukee Re g ional V.P. 
P . O. Box 1266 
Milwaukee, WI 53201 

Fred Ericksen 
East Central Regional V. P. 

Allen Vick 
Southwest Re g ional V.P. 
2090 River Estate Lane 
Stoughton, WI 53589 

CENWISPEX ' 85 

The Central Wisconsin Stamp Club will acknowledge the 75th Anniversary 
of the Founding of the Boy Scouts in America with a specially designed cachet 
and cancel . It will be available at CENWISPEX '85, February 10, 1985, the 
annual club show to be held at the Me a d Inn, Wisconsin Rapids, WI. Hours are 
10 a.m . to 5 p . m. Twelve dealers and a U.S.P . S. Postal Sub-station . Free 
admission. 

Exhibiting is being encouraged by youth and new exhibitors. One-frame 
(9 pages) displays will be welcomed. WFSC Judges will evaluate the entries. 
There is no charge for frames . 50 frames are available and entries will be 
taken until these are committed with no restrictions on who may exhibit. 

Cachets can be obtained by mail from Roy Northwood, 5520 Barberry Drive, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494. 75c each or 3/$2.00. Please enclose a self 
addressed, stamped No. 10 envelope. 

Exhibit entries can be directed io Doug Berryman, 110 Letendre Avenue, 
Port Edwards, WI 54469. 

Show Co-Chairmen, Richard and Burnetta Hahn, 3120 - 50th Street So., 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494. 



A NEW PERFIN USED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 

By Merle 0 . Davison 

" A news story in the Wisconsin State Journal of May 29, 1984, stated that 
Thieves on the University of Wisconsin - Madison campus changed their prefer

ence last year from stamps to electronic balances, according to the 1983 

annual report issued by University Police and Security . Although more than 
$8,000 worth of stamps were stolen in 1982, that amount was reduced to $3,500 
worth taken last year due to the purchase of a stamp perforator which makes 
stamps purchased by the University easy to identify. All the stamps stolen 
last year were purchased before the perforator was acquired, the report said. 

"While police apparently licked the stamp theft problem, they were faced 
with a new problem last year when $19,500 worth of electronic balances were 
stolen. '' 

This item prompted my inquiry to the University and resulted in the fol 
lowing information pertinent to the new perfo r ator: Purchased from the 
Cummins-Allison Corporation of Chicago, IL in September, 1982; received by 

the University in January, 1983; and first u sed by the University in February, 
1983. The machine is a Model No. 385 and is capable of perforating three or 
four sheets at one time with a field of 15 standard-issue stamps. 

Old Design 

~ 
~ 
New Design 

A further inquiry to the University determined that the Museum of the 
State Historical Society at Madison has a perforator in their collection which 
was originally the property of the University. According to Society records, 
it was abandoned when the University Library moved to a new building in the 
1950s. This machine superimposed the initials UW on stamps. It dates from 
1890 and has a University property identification on it. 

The University presently requires all departments that purchase stamps 
to perforate them. Due to the volume of postage used, a few departments use 
postage meters . Some departments have begun this practice since the arrival 

of the perforator, citing the inconvenience of perforating stamps. In number, 

however, these departments are in the minority. 

At the time a department receives funding for stamp purchases, they are 
also given instructions that all stamps must be perforated at the one location 
on the campus where the machine is kept. The machine is located in the mail 
room, and because of the ease of operation, most departmental personnel are 
able to complete the perforating themselves. Mail room personnel then verify 

the process. 

Perforated stamps are readily identifiable as the property of the Univer
sity and are much more difficult to get rid of as a ''fenceable'' item, both of 

which seem to have contributed to the reduction in stamp thefts. Since July, 

1983, the University of Wisconsin - Madison has had no stamp thefts. 

Reprinted from BADGER POSTAL HISTORY, August, 1984 

CLOSED ALBUMS 

RAY RHYNER, 48, member of Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society, died of a 
heart attack. Mr. Rhyner was a post office employee and an active member and 
exhibitor at stamp shows. He was also a member of the Wisconsin Postal His

tory Society and noted for his Marathon County Postal History. 



AMERICAN TOPICAL ASSOCIATION 

Numerous articles are contained in the November-December 1984 issue of 

Topical Time, stamp journal of the American Topical Association. "The Sacred 

Scarab of Egypt" by James Cornell relates the story, on stamps, of the dung
rolling beetle and its importance in ancient Egypt as the symbol of new life. 
"Aging on Cinderellas" by Herbert Shore explores the topic of old age on 
labels and seals . "World Writing Systems on Postage Stamps" by Frank Nuessel 
explains the orthography of philately. Fred Foldvary takes his "World Tour 
through Stamps" to the state of Iowa. In response to a querry, all verses of 

"The Star - Spangled Banner" are presented, illustrated by a flag stamp. Post
marks from Antarctica are illustrated in "Stumbling Into a Philatelic Twi
light Zone" by Raymond Marshall. The "Philatelic Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes" by Arnie Matanky shows how stories can be told via stamps. A 11 how 

I collect" article, "Globe Trotting on Skiis" by Robert Olson, shows how 
such a topic can be organized. Suggestions for effective philatelic ads are 
given in "Philatelic Advertising" by TT editor Fred Foldvary. An art stamp 
triggers a memory in "A Brief Belief in Deju Vu" by D. Diedrich Repine. 

Finally, computers on stamps are featured in "EDPhilately - An Update" by R. 
Boos, with various categories of the topic. 

Also in this issue are checklists updating "Robert Koch" by James Kay, 
"Cacti . on Stamps" by Allen Kerr, "Domestic Cats 11 by Orabel Becker, "Aque 
ducts, Bridges and Viaducts" by Stanley Brown, and "St. George and the 
Dragon" by George Loan . In addition there is a list of "Puppets and Dolls " 
by Rita Rodin, and a compilation of "Fungi on Stamps." "The Railway on 
Stamps" list by Allan Pollock continues. 

Rounding out this issue are the regular columns, plus an article on 

NEVPEX-TOPEX, the ATA ' s convention at Reno in 1985, by Richard Dreiling; a 
report from the British Thematic Association by Margaret Morris, the NORDIA 
'84 show by Charles Teed; and the origin of the country name Kiribati, by 
Les Rimes . 

Topical Time brings to philately the best in topical information. The 
October-November 1984 issue is available for $2.75 postpaid, or free with 

membership in ATA. For information on ATA membership, benefits, and publi
cations, write to: ATA, P.O. Box 630, Johnstown, PA 15907 . 

Fond du Lac Stamp Club 
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IMPORTANT NOTE TO W.F.S . C. MEMBERS: 

Nominations are being accepted for candidates for the offices of Fed
eration President and Federation Vice President. Elections will be held at 
the Annual Meeting on April 13, 1985 at Wausau. 

These positions are important and necessary for the smooth operation of 
the Federation. The term of office is two years. 

If you know someone who is interested in assuming Federation leadership 

in one of these offices, please send the names of all recommended persons to 

me as early as possible before April 1st. Be sure to indicate the office for 
which they are being nominated. 

Please give this your most serious consideration. We need your help. 

Send nominations to: Howard Sherpe, Chairman, Nominating Committee 
1017 Chieftain Lookout 
Madison , WI 53711 

( The following appeared in the June issue of THE AMBLER COLLECTOR, published 
by the Ambler Stamp Club, Ambler, PA) 

Xvxn though my typxwritxr is an old onx, it works quitx wxll xxcxpt for 
onx kxy . I havx wishxd at timxs that it workxd pxrfxctly . It is trux that 
thxrx arx forty-six kxys that function wxll xnough but just onx kxy not work
ing makxs thx diffxrxncx. Somxtimxs it sxxms to mx that my organization is 
somxw h at likx my typxwritxr - not all thx mxmbxrs working propxrly. You may 

say to yoursxlf, 11 1 am only onx . I won't makx or brxak thx club . 11 But it 
doxs makx a diffxrxncx bxcausx for an organization to bx xffxctivx it nxxds 
thx activx participation of xvxry mxmbxr. 

So, thx nxxt timx you think you arx only onx and that your xfforts arx 
not nxxdxd, rxmxmbxr my typxwritxr and say to yoursxlf, 11 1 am a kxy mxmbxr 
of thx club, and I am nxxdxd vxry much . " 

SHEBOYGAN STAMP CLUB 
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LETTER TRAVELS 12 MILES 
AND TAKES OVER 20 YEARS 

Pulaski, Wis. (AP) - To Harold Rudie Sr., the bill from the Seymour Lumber 
Co. looked like any other piece of mail, even though it had been years since 
he did any business with the firm. "I didn't owe them anything, so I thought 
maybe it was for my son. I showed him, and he says, "There's a 5-cent stamp 
on it. 11 Then we looked at the postmark," Rudie said. 

The postmark of Oct. 2, 1964, showed the letter had taken more than 20 
years to make the 12-mile trip from Seymour to Rudie's rural Pulaski residence 
by the time it arrived Oct. 24. 

Rudie said Tuesday evening that no one had come up with an explanation 
of exactly what caused the delay . 

Lou Rehwinkel, officer in charge at the Pulaski Post Office, suggested 
the letter might have become lodged in a fold at the bottom of a mail bag 
that was not used for years, or maybe it was found and put back in the mail
stream after lying under a piece of equipment since 1964 . 

He said the mystery was difficult to solve because there were no marks, 
stamps or written notes to show the bill was sent to the wrong place before 
being routed to the Rudie residence. 

There was only the postmark, Rudie's address with no zip code and a 
return address for the lumber company, prefaced with the words: 11 After 5 days, 
return to ... " 

Rudie, 76, said the bill apparently was for materials he used to put an 
addition on his barn, but he long ago settled the account with the lumber 
company. 

He retired nine years ago, and his son now runs the farm. 

I know a lot of people have complained about late mail, but this has them 
all beat," he said. 

Reprinted from THE CAPITAL TIMES, Madison, Wis . , Wednesday, Nov. 21, 1984 

MILCOPEX 1985 

Robert J. Leuver, Director, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, U.S. Dept. 
of the Treasury, will be the main speaker at the Saturday, March 2, 1985, 
awards banquet for MILCOPEX 85, the annual stamp show of the Milwaukee Phila
telic Society . 

The BEP has announced that it would issue a souvenir card complementing 
MILCOPEX 85 which will be held in Bruce Hall of MECCA's auditorium, March 1-3, 
1985 . The show theme will be "The World of Music on Stamps" and the BEP card 
is expected to reflect that theme. MECCA's Bruce Hall, the New location for 
MILCOPEX 85, is a very appropriate locale for the music theme stamp show as 
it has been the site for concerts by many music "greats 11

, including John 
Phillip Sousa, Geraldine Farrar, Anna Pavlova, John McCormack, Feodor Chalia
pin, Galli-Circi, Paderewski, Fritz Kreisler, Madame Melba and the Ballet 
Russe. 

The banquet will be held at the Marc Plaza Hotel and will feature a roast 
beef dinner. Persons attending the banquet will also receive a complimentary 
MILCOPEX 85 BEP card souvenir specially overprinted for the awards banquet. 
Persons need not be present to obtain the special card, although a dinner 
ticket is needed. Dinner tickets are available at $15 each from Edith Malson, 
Box 1980, Milwaukee, WI 53201. 

MILCOPEX 85 is an open show. Exhibitors need not be members of the soci
ety to exhibit. Exhibit rules are available from Exhibits, Box 1980, Milwau
kee, WI 53201. Entry fee is $3 per frame (12 - 8½" x 11" pages). MILCOPEX 
is a free admission exhibition for visitors. 
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Decembe r 1 & 2 . 1984 - UWMPSEX ' 84, UWM Philatelic Society -
UWM Student Union - Milwaukee . 

December 2 , 1984 - OUTAPEX '84 - Outagamie Philatelic Society - Valley 
Inn , Neenah . 

December 9 , 1984 - Green Bay Christmas Stamp and Coin Show, William 
B. Robi nson , Downtown Holiday Inn , Green Bay. 

February 10 , 1985 - CE NW ISPEX - Central Wi sconsin Stamp Cl ub , Mead Inn, 
Wiscons in Rapids . 

FEBIUARY 16 & 17, 1985 - KEOJPEX ' 85 - Kenosha Stanp & Cover Club - Holiday Inn , Kenosha 

March 1,2 & J, 1985 - MILCOPEX '85 - Mi l waukee Phila telic Society-MEccA, Milwaukee. 

APRIL 13 & 14, 1985 - WaUSApex '85 - Wisconsin Valley Philatelic Society - 1985 WFSC 
Convention & Exhi_l?llion - Site to be announced later . Wausau. 

April 20 & 21 , 1985 - SHEPEX ' 85 , Sheboygan Stamp Club, 
North Bowl Lanes, 2022 No r t h Ave., Sheboygan. 

MAY 4 & 5 - POLAPEX 85 , Pol ish American Stamp Club, Hart Park, Wauwatosa. 

SEPTEMBER 28 & 29 , 1985 - MPS FALL BOURSE - Milwaukee Philatelic Soc iety , 
MECCA , west Hall , Milwaukee . 

OCTOBER 26 & 27 , 1985 - MADPEX 3 - Sponsored by Lois & Da le Heft,Quality Inn 
Ma d ison . 
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P. 0 . Box 3350 
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U.S., U.N., CANADA & VATICAN STAMPS 
IATUMIAY DATU .,_ NOIITH IIOI! 
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~12 ~--· .-u 

..,11 J-· .-,13 ,.._,o 

..,,_.,7 
~12 -· -7 ----At HOWARD JOHNSON MOTOR LODGE t1 -. . . .. 1 ,_._ 

2275 N. Mayfair Rd., W1uw1tou, WI 
Juat off Hy. 45 Nor1h at Mayfair Road axil. 

Hy. 45 South traffic exit at North Avenue. 

SUNDAY DATU 1115 SOUTH SIDE 
IECOND IUNDAY ITAMP IIOURSE 

--, 11 lley 12 14ptofflbe< I 
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...... ,. "'-111 -· 
At HOWARD JOHNSON MOTOR LODGE -,.- , .-• . -,.-,-,.._-1 
1716 W. Layton Ave., Mllw■ukH, WI 

Just off 1-IM South at IM lntersecllon. 194 lr1lflc tum 
south on 27th Strfft. 1 block then Hit on Layton. 

ACROSS THE FENCE: Monthly newsletter of the Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs. Howard Sherpe ,. Edi t or and Publis her. Information & news 
articles should be sent"'to: Howard Sherpe at 1017 Chieftain Lookout, 
Madison, WI 53711. Phone, (608) 274-6019 . Advertising Rates: Full Pg: 
$25, ½ Pg. $15, ¼ Pg; $7.50 .· Inserts: P.O.R . ryping: Linda Sherpe. 
500 copies _printed . Ad & copy. · deadlines: 21st of each rr.onth. 
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